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This is a newspaper about the trip of the Fast Lane English to Portsmouth and Brighton with the second classes.

At the 28th of June until the 1st of July we went to Portsmouth and Brighton. 
Planning for our trip to Portsmouth and Brighton
Before we went to Brighton and Portsmouth we had to make a schedule. We had to consider a lot of things in the planning. For example: we wanted to watch the Netherlands- Slovakia match during our journey, so we had to consider finding a place, watching the match and snacking a bit. But when we actually got there we realised that we had estimated the time wrong and that we didn’t consider the closing time of the activities and the time of the bus driver.

We were supposed to be dropped off at 18:00 but that changed into 19:00 which caused the bus driver to come an hour late on the next day, because he was only allowed to drive after a break of 9 hours. So our schedule was affected by this. But later everything fell right into place. 
Brighton Pier
On the third day of our trip to England we went to Brighton, the gay capital of England. We were able to walk around in Brighton for a complete day and in the evening we would go to Brighton Pier. 

 Because we had only 7 and a half hours to spend so some people already went to the pier a bit earlier. There was a huge casino (Not 18 plus because there was very little money involved) and at the far end there were plenty of attractions. There were roller coasters and also a booster.  

Only a few people went in the Booster. 

 At about 6 p.m. the group gathered on the beach to go to the pier together it. When everyone was at the Pier some people were already out of money. Some people bet there last pennies in the gambling machines. Some were lucky and got money out of the things to gamble again and now to lose it definitely. Some students had enough money to go on the roller coasters and the booster. The rides were really fun. 

 Suddenly, when we were at the Pier a fog cloud came from the sea. In a matter of seconds we couldn’t even see the shore. 

 At about 9.30 p.m. the group gathered again to wait for the bus to arrive. While waiting we played street football by night although it was prohibited. Finally the bus arrived and we went off to Amsterdam.   

Royal Pavilion

Amazing paintings, breathtaking decoration, royal furniture and luxury. The Royal Pavilion has it  all.  On the 31st of July we visited The Brighton Pavilion. The building was constructed in 1787, in an Indian style. So if you want to feel like an Indian prince or princess, visit the Brighton Royal Pavilion. 

We went to Brighton, from Portsmouth by bus. The first thing we did, was walking to the Royal Pavilion.

The first thing we saw, was the garden. It was a beautiful garden, with lots of flowers and plants. 

The most beautiful thing of the Royal Pavilion, is the Banqueting Room. Where you can see a central chandelier held by a silver dragon. There were also curtains with huge golden dragons on them, it was just breathtaking. One thing that stood out, was the many golden details in de tableware and the rest of the furniture. 

The palace looked like the Taj Mahal, looking at the way it was built and decorated outside. There were many paintings, of royalty. It’s a huge palace, with many rooms for many occasions, like a tea room and a music room. We took an audio-tour, but that was not very interesting. Besides the audio-tour, you can drink tea, or walk in the garden.  The palace is extremely beautiful, but if you want to do something more exciting, the pavilion isn’t the place to be for you.
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Blue Reef Aquarium

The Blue Reef Aquarium was a big 

Disappointment. On the website of the Blue Reef Aquarium, everything seemed quite nice. A large tunnel, many fish and beautiful reefs. But the reality was different. It wasn’t a large tunnel and all the other things were also not that special.

Booking the trip and making a text about it, the aquarium was starting to look better and better. Even better than it actually was. Being in Portsmouth we were getting more excited. After the D-Day Museum, we thought 'Oh, it can't be more worse than that was'. But it was. When we came into the aquarium we still thought it was really nice. Then we walked further, it began looking more worse. There were lots of different kind of fish, there were for example sea slugs (see the picture above), octopuses, rays and axolotls. But the sharks were smaller than on the photographs.  The habitats all those fish live in were nice. They weren’t too small (almost big) and they were nicely decorated. On Google Maps the building was small, but it was even smaller. The building had obviously seen better times. In the photos the tunnel seemed much longer. The photographer needs to get compliments for that. There was only one thing that was awesome, the shop with the small helicopter. But for us it was still a big disappointment. 
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Trip to D-day museum

On our trip to Portsmouth, our first stop that we 

Made (besides watching football match) was making a visit to the D-day Museum. It was a very interesting experience, first we went to see a movie about the beginning of World War II and especially about D-day in Normandy. 

It was a little bit disappointing when you enter the museum you will see a lot of features that capture II World War, but the centerpiece of the museum is the Overlord Embroidery, which is a long piece of art designed  by the young artist Sandra Lawrence. It is about 81 meters long. There is also a film room about the landings in Normandy and other things about the war.  
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Spinaker Tower
We walked towards the spinnaker tower. The spinnaker tower has a heightof 170 meters but it first seemed small to me. When we came closer I saw that it was really 170 meters. The building has a shape that resembles a sail.

We went into the building on the ground floor. There was a little shop with stuff about the spinnaker tower. We looked around until we heard that we  could go up. A man who worked there took us to the elevator. It was not a big elevator but also not a small one. We went up. When we were up, you immediately had a great view of the city of Portsmouth. In the middle of the floor there was a glass floor. It was really exciting to walk over it. It was also quite scary. When I looked down I was a bit nervous. Also you had a little shop there. But this one was smaller. If you walked to the windows  and you looked down  at the ground you saw pictures of buildings. You could see them if you looked very well. But I wanted to go even higher. There was a staircase that led you to the second floor. It was amazing, you had a great view. I heard that you could see the top of the Brighton hills, but I didn’t see them. Maybe because you need a spy-glass. Or you had to go one floor higher, but the 3rd floor was blocked. I walked back to the first floor by stair and looked down. You could see the stairs go to the ground floor. I thought about how long it would take to hear a sound when you dropped a rock. After a while we heard that we had to go back to the ground floor unfortunately.
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Life in an English family
In our second year at Cygnus Gymnasium, we went to Brighton and Portsmouth with our Fast Lane English group. We all had certain assignments, and had a lot of fun. This is our assignment, where we interview everyone about how their stay at an English family was.

We asked all students of the Fast Lane English class about their experience with English families. These were the results, which were quiet the same…:

Other student’s opinions

Many people liked their foster parents, they were very nice but some didn’t have any conversation at all. They liked their homes, nice and cozy are the words used. Food was different, mostly fast food (think of pizza, hamburgers, chips and more) but not everyone liked it. Everyone had a very good and nice experience, and I personally think that is very important. Overall I thought they still had a nice stay at the English families! 

Our house

We lived in a typical English house. The street where the house was, was really how we expected it to be. All the houses looked exactly the same. All the houses were pretty small compared to Dutch houses. Inside the house everything looked so old-fashioned. Everything was so colourful in their house, we were really surprised by how many colours they had in their house. The house wasn’t very wide, but it was still 3 floors high.

The bedrooms were ok, nice beds and pretty quite a lot of space for our stuff. The bathroom we had was pretty strange. On the first day we didn’t know how the shower worked. The next day we asked the family about how it worked.

Our parents

The Parents were really nice, they treated us like normal people. We ate dinner with them, we had a conversation with them, it was nice. I’ve heard from other students that they were put into a room, and had to eat without the parents. Perhaps that was because they had children themselves. The mother had taken much care over the breakfast, it was really good. After all, they were really nice!
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